
McCauley’s of Marshfield 

 

McCauley Purchases Johnson Hill’s Here 

Donald H. McCauley, manager ot Johnson Hills Depart-

ment Store at 169 N. Central Ave., today announced that he 

has purchased the store from Johnson Hill's Inc., Wisconsin 

Rapids.  

The new owner said the store name would be changed to 

McCauley's of Marshfield and will continue as a brand - name 

department store. The enterprise employes 25 persons, making it 

the largest home owned department store in the city.  

Three members of the family will be active in the store op-

eration, with McCauley as president and general manager; his 

son, Don Lee McCauley, as assistant store manager, and anoth- er 

son, Randy, a junior at Marshfield Senior High School, serving as 

a part-time stock clerk.  

Secretary of the corporation is John H. Stauber, Marshfield. 

Chester O. Bell, Wisconsin Rapids, president of Johnson Hill's, 

and Joseph L. Pilsner, Madison, who will be the manager of 

the new Montgomery Ward store in Janesville, are members of 

the board of directors.  

McCauley said he has planned a few changes in the store, such as expanding the third - 

floor level into a complete furniture, drapery and carpet floor. He said he has already converted 

half of the lower level into the only combination fabric and yarn shop in the area.  

He added that Johnson Hill's credit cards will continue to be honored at McCauley's, as all 

the present charge accounts will stay in Marshfield.  

McCauley, 38, a native of Astoria, Ore., graduated from high school there in 1951, served 

in the Army Engineering Corps Purchases (News-Herald Photo) Donald H. McCauley for two 

years and then entered the retail business. That was in 1953. H 

is first association was with a variety store chain. He was then employed by Montgomery 

Ward for 10 years before joining Johnson Hill's March 21, 1966.  

He came to Wisconsin at that time as manager of a junior department store in Waukesha. In 

August that year he was named assistant manager of Johnson Hill's store in Manitowoc. 

McCauley came to Marshfield to assume the managership of the store here Sept. 22, 1969.  

McCauley is serving his second one-year term as chairman of the Retail Division of the 

Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce, which he also serves as director.  

Mr. and Mrs. McCauley. who' reside at 312 E. Third St., have five children. In addition the 

two sons active in the store, they are Lon, 13, Ricky, 11, and Douglas, 6. (From the Marshfield 

News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 7 Oct 1971, Thursday, Page 1) 



Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 11 Dec 1971, Sat urday, Page 2  

Clerks Stay Unionized  

 

By a close 10 to 9 vote yester-

day afternoon, personnel at 

McCauleys voted in a National 

Labor Relations Board—

supervised election yesterday to 

continue affiliation with a retail 

clerks local which was established 

about two years ago, according to 

information received by the head 

of the firm, Donald H. McCauley. 
(from the Marshfield News-Herald, 

Marshfield, Wisconsin, 4 Feb 1972, Fri-

day, Page 9) 

 

83-Ycar-Old Store Here  

Will Close  

 

Because of financial difficul-

ties, McCauley's of Marshfield, 

169 N. Central Ave., is ceasing op-

erations soon.  

"Due to local economic condi-

tions and the high cost of operat-

ing a business of this size, 

McCauley's department store will 

discontinue business soon," Don-

ald H. McCauley, president of the 

firm, has announced.  

A going-out-of-business sale is 

slated to start Monday. The permit 

for such a sale has been taken out 

for a 60-day period, but McCauley 

said the closing is expected to be 

effective about Feb. 1.  

"We know of no future plans 

for the use of the building at this 

time," he said. The five-floor store, 

including four stories and the 

basement, is the city's largest 



home-owned department store facility with 30,000 

square feet of floor space.  

It employed as many as 30 persons, but recently 

the operating staff was reduced to 20.  

As to his future plans, McCauley said that "my 

family and I wish to stay in Marshfield if suitable em-

ployment can be found."  

The store has a history going back to 1891, when 

the original building, still part of today's greatly en-

larged structure, was erected. This original Steinmetz 

store was sold in 1911, after the death of the owner, to 

Kestel Bros., which operated the firm until 1922.  

The business was reorganized in 1924 as Consum-

ers Store Inc. It was extensively renovated in 1958. In 

September, 1961, the store was sold to A. Landauer & 

Sons Inc. (a wholly owned subsidiary of Johnson 

Hill's Inc., operator of a group of stores with head-

quarters in Wisconsin Rapids).  

McCauley, a native of Astoria, Ore., who was asso-

ciated with a variety store chain and Montgomery 

Ward for 10 years, joined Johnson Hill's in 1966. He 

was assistant manager of the store at Manitowoc be-

fore being appointed manager of the Marshfield opera-

tion in September, 1969. He purchased the store in 

October, 1971. (from the Marshfield News-Herald, Marsh-

field, Wisconsin, 14 Dec 1974, Saturday, Page 11) 
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